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CLAIMS 

We claim: 

^ ^ / 1 . A system for providing a/programming signal containing a program and at 
least one address identifying online consent relating to the program from an online 
5 ififonnation source, the system comprising: 

a first transmitter, wherein the tjansmitter transmits the program to a user site; 

and 

a second transmitter, wherein tlje second transmitter transmits the address to the 
user site, 

10 wherein, at some time after receipt of fhe address at the user site, the online content is 
automatically retrieved and presented/to a user at the user site in conjunction with the 
program. 

2. A system as describefl in claim 1, wherein the first transmitter and the 
second transmitter are co-located iivthe same facility. 

3. A system as descrihpd in claim 2, wherein the first transmitter and the 
second transmitter are co-located at a Web hosting site. 

4. A system as described in claim 1, wherein the first transmitter and the 
second transmitter are located iii separate locations. 

5. A system as described in claim 4, wherein the second transmitter is 
located at a Web hosting site. 

6. A system as described in claim 1, wherein the address is transmitted 
during the transmission of the/program. 

7. A system as described in claim 1, wherein the address is transmitted prior 
to the transmission of the program. 

8. A system as described in claim 1, wherein the address is transmitted at a 



predetermined time during tl 



e transmission of the program. 
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9. A system as described in clairry 1, wherein the second transmitter 
transmits a plurality of addresses. 

10. A system as described in claijhi 9, wherein each of the plurality of 
addresses is transmitted at certain predetermined times during the program. 

11. A system as described in claim 1 , wherein the first transmitter is located 
at one of the sites selected from the group consisting of: a cable head-end, a program 
operations center, a satellite operations center, an Internet site, an intranet site, a private 
network site, and a public network sitef 

12. A system as described/in claim 1, wherein the second transmitter is 
located at one of the sites selected from the group consisting of: a cable head-end, a 
program operations center, a satellite operations center, an Internet site, an intranet site, a 
private network site, and a public metwork site. 

13. A system! as described in claim 1, wherein the programming signal is 
transmitted via at least (pne transmission mediumm selected from the group consisting of: 

terrestrial broadcast, cable, satellite broadcast, fiber optics, a 
less connection, a private network, and a public network. 

14. A system as describad in claim 1, further comprising a recording medium, 
wherein the program is a previouay recorded program stored on the recording medium, 
and the first transmitter receivesAhe program from the recording medium. 

15. A system as described in claim 14, wherein the recording medium is at 
least one selected from the graup consisting of: VHS tape, compact disc, digital versatile 
disc, magnetic tape, compuUSr hard drive, random access memory, read only memory, 
CD ROM, a magnetic datar storage medium, and an optical data storage medium. 

16. A system yas described in claim 1, wherein the program is transmitted as a 
live event. 



the Internet, an intranet 
telephone circuit, a win 
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17. A system as described in claim iVwherein the program comprises at least 
one form selected from the group consisting of:/audio, video, data, graphics, animation, 
text, video stills, slow frame video, and multirnedia. 

18. A system as described in claiin 1, wherein the address is an Internet URL, 
the URL identifying the online information source which is an Internet site. 

19. A system as described in clajim 1, further comprising a memory device for 
storing the address prior to transmission bv the second transmitter. 

20. A system as described in olaim 19, wherein the memory device is at least 
one selected from the group consisting en: compact disc, digital versatile disc, magnetic 
tape, computer hard drive, random accass memory, read only memory, CD ROM, a 
server, a magnetic data storage mediurn, and an optical data storage medium. 

21. A system as described! in claim 1, wherein the online information source 
is an Internet service provider. / 

22. A system as described in claim 1, wherein the online information source 
comprises one selected from the/group consisting of: an intranet, the Internet, a public 
network, and a private network/ 

23. A system as described in claim 1, wherein the online content comprises 
content in a form selected frdm the group consisting of: text, graphics, video, data, audio, 
animation, video stills, slow/frame video, and multimedia. 

24. A system as pescribed in claim 1, wherein the program is a sports 
program. I 

25. A system as described in claim 1, wherein the program is an 
advertisement. / 

26. A systenyas described in claim 1, wherein the online content is an 
advertisement. / 
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27. A system as described in clajftn 1, wherein the program is a motion picture 
program. 

28. A system as described in^laim 1, wherein the program is a game show 
program. 

29. A system as describee^ in claim 1, wherein the program is a video 
program. 

30. A system as descrijied in claim 1, wherein the program is a live program. 

31. A system as desc^bed in claim I, wherein the program is an audio 
program. 

32. A system as dejfcribed in claim 1, wherein the program is a music video 
program. 

33. A system as y&escribed in claim 1, wherein the program is a news program. 

34. A system a^ described in claim 1, wherein the programming signal is in 
digital format. 

35. A systerrf as described in claim 1, wherein the programming signal is in 



analog ■ format s 

36. A system as 
in a link file in a memory device. 

37. A system as 



lescribed in claim 19, wherein multiple addresses are stored 



the user by the second trans mitter. 

38. A system as described in claim 1, wherein the address is selected based on 
a profile of a collection of users. 

39. A system as described in claim 1, wherein the online content relates to a 
sitcom program. 

40. A system a^described in claim 1, wherein the online content relates to an 
interactive game show p^gram. 
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41 . A system as describejd in claim 1 , wherein the online content is stored in 
one selected from the group consimng of: magnetic tape, compact disc, digital versatile 
disc, computer hard drive, random access memory, read only memory, CD ROM, a 
magnetic data storage medium, and an optical data storage medium. 

42. A sy^m as described in claim 1, wherein the online content relates to a 
polling question. 

43. A system as described in claim 32, wherein the online content contains 
additional information related to the music video program selected from the group 
consisting of biographical information on an artist, concert schedule, and information on 
buying goods related to the artist. 



44. A system 
query for the user to respc 

45. A system 
based, at least in part, on 

46. A system 



described in claim 1 , wherein the online content contains a 
nd to a poll. 

is described in claim 1 , wherein the online content is selected 
a user profile. 

is described in claim 1 , wherein the program is selected based. 



at least in part, on a user profile. 

47. A system ps described in claim 46, wherein the user profile is stored in a 
storage device at one of tlhe locations selected from the group consisting of: a user 
station, a personal computer, a cable head-end, a cable box, a satellite receiver, an 
intranet site, an Internet i ite, and a satellite operations center. 

48. A system ps described in claim 1, wherein the address relates to a polling 
question. 

49. A system |is described in claim 1, further comprising a data management 
storage device, wherein iilformation about the user is stored in the data management 
device. 
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50. A system as described in claim 49, wherein an analysis is performed on 
the user information. 

51 . A system ai described in claim 49, wherein the user information contains 
user clicks made by the us er on a user interface while using an online service provider. 

52. A system i s described in claim 49, wherein information about a plurality 
of users is stored in the di ita management storage device. 



IS described in claim 49, wherein the user information contains 
the group consisting of: the geographic location of the user, 
cjn a user interface while using an on line service provider, user 



as described in claim 49, wherein the program is selected, at 
user information^^^^^ 
as described in claim 49, wherein the data management storage 



53. A system ; 
information selected from 
clicks made by the user i 
viewing habits, and demAgraphics of the user. 

54. A system 
least in part, based on th( 

55. A system 

device is located at a loc ation selected from the group consisting of: a user station, a 
personal computer, a caple head-end, a cable box, a satellite receiver, an intranet site, a 
public network, a private network, and an Internet site. 

56. A system as described in claim 49, wherein the program contains a 
predetermined advertisJement and wherein selection of the predetermined advertisement 
is based, at least in pant, on the user information. 

57. A systam as described in claim 49, wherein the online content is based, at 
least in part, on the user information. 

58. A system as described in claim 49, wherein the address is selected, at least 



in part, based on the 



user information. 



advertisement and v 
user information. 



59. A sys tem as described in claim 49, wherein the online content contains an 



herein the advertisement is selected, at least in part, based on the 
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60. A systemjas described in claim 49, wherein the programming signal 
contains a graphics segrie^p^rid wherein the graphics segment is selected, at least in 
part, based on the user i iformation. 

61 . A method for providing a brogramming signal containing a program and 
at least one address identifying online content relating to the program from an online 
information source, the method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting the program to a user site; and 

providing the address to the user site, 
wherein, at some time after receipt or the address at the user site, the online content is 
automatically retrieved and presentep to a user at the user site in conjunction with the 
program. 

62. A method as described in claim 61, wherein the transmitting step and the 
providing step originate from the same location. 

63. A method as descipbed in claim 62, wherein the transmitting step and the 
providing step occur at a Web hc*ting site. 

64. A method as desc ibed in claim 61, wherein the transmitting step and the 
providing step originate from dil ferent locations. 

65. A method as desc ribed in claim 64, wherein the providing step occurs at a 
Web hosting site. 

66. A method as des ;ribed in claim 61, wherein the address providing step 
occurs during the program trans mitting step. 

67. A method as des ;ribed in claim 61, wherein the address providing step 
occurs prior to the program trai smitting step. 

68. A method as described in claim 51, wherein the address providing step 
occurs at a predetermined time during the prog ram transmitting step. 
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69. A method as described in claim 61, wherein the address providing step 
further comprises the step of proviming a plurality of addresses. 

70. A method as described in claim 69, wherein each of the plurality of 
addresses are transmitted at certain predetermined times during the program. 

71. A method as described in claim 61, wherein the program transmitting step 

from the group consisting of: a cable head-end, a 
ite operations center, an Internet site, an intranet site, a 
network site. 



occurs at one of the sites selected 
program operations center, a sate 
private network site, and a public! 



72. 



A method as desc 



ibed in claim 61, wherein the address providing step 
from the group consisting of: a cable head-end, a 



the Internet, an intranet, terrestr 
telephone circuit, a wireless cor 



occurs at one of the sites selectee 
program operations center, a sat( llite operations center, an Internet site, an intranet site, a 
private network site, and a publi ; network site. 

73. A method as des( ribed in claim 61, wherein the transmitting step is 
performed via at least one trans; nission medium selected form the group consisting of: 

al broadcast, cable, satellite broadcast, fiber optics, a 
nection, a private network, and a public network. 

74. A method as desi ribed in claim 61, wherein the program is a previously 
recorded program and further cc mprising the step of storing the program on a recording 
medium. 

75. A method as desc ribed in claim 74, wherein the recording medium is at 
least one selected from the groui i consisting of: VHS tape, compact disc, digital versatile 
disc, magnetic tape, computer hard drive, random access memory, read only memory, 
CD ROM, a magnetic data storaj ;e medium, and an optical data storage medium. 

76. A r^ethod as described in claim m 61, wherein the program is transmitted 
as a live event. 
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77. A method as described i^i claim 61, wherein the program comprises at 
least one form selected from the group consisting of: audio, video, data, graphics, 
animation, text, video stills, slow frame video, and multimedia. 

78. A method as describe 1 in claim 61, wherein the address is an Internet 
URL, the URL identifying the onlin( information source which is an Internet site. 

79. A method as describe d in claim 61, further comprising the step of storing 
the address in a memory device pric r to providing the address. 

80. A method as describ ;d in claim 79, wherein the memory device is at least 
one selected from the group consisting of: compact disc, digital versatile disc, magnetic 
tape, computer hard drive, random jaccess memory, read only memory, CD ROM, a 
server, a magnetic data storage mebium, and an optical data storage medium. 

81. A method as descriped in claim 61, wherein the online information source 
is an Internet service provider. 

82. A method as described in claim 61, wherein the online information source 
comprises one selected from the group consisting of: an intranet, the Internet, a public 
network, and a private network. 

83. A method as descifbed in claim 61, wherein the online content comprises 

e group consisting of: text, graphics, video, data, audio, 

video, and multimedia. 

84. A method as described in claim 61, wherein the program is a sports 
program. 

85. A method as described in claim 61, wherein the program is an 
advertisement. 

86. Amiethod as described in claim 61, wherein the online content is an 
advertisement/ 



content in a form selected from tl 
animation, video stills, slow fram 
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87. A method as described iyi claim 61, wherein the program is a motion 
picture program. 

88. A method as described in claim 61, wherein the program is a game show 



program. 

89. 
program. 

90. 
program. 

91. 
program. 

92. 
program. 

93. 



A method as described in claim 61, wherein the program is a video 



A method as described in claim 61, wherein the program is a live 



A method as desjcribed in claim 61, wherein the program is an audio 




A method as described in claim 61, wherein the program is a music video 



A method/as described in claim 61, wherein the program is a news 



program. 

94. A metl/od as described in claim 61, wherein the programming signal is in 
digital format. 

95. A n^thod as described in claim 61, wherein the programming signal is in 
<a!Talo^ fuiuiato>. 

96. A method as described in claim 79, further comprising the step of storing 
multiple addresses in a link fi le in the memory device, wherein the storing step occurs 
prior to the providing step. 

97. A method as (^esc/jfced in claim 96, wherein the link file is provided to the 
user site. 

98. A method as Aesci^bed in claim 61, further comprising the step of 
selecting the address based cn a user profile. 
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99. A method as q^sgpt)ed in claim 61, further comprising the step of 
selecting the address based oh tne profile of a collection of users. 

100. A method as described in clajjm 61, wherein the online content relates to a 
sitcom program. 

101. A method as described in cl^im 61, wherein the online content relates to 
an interactive game show program. 

102. A method as described in dlaim 61, wherein the online content is stored in 
a storage device selected from the group/consisting of: magnetic tape, compact disc, 
digital versatile disc, computer hard drive, random access memory, read only memory, 
CD ROM, a magnetic data storage meflium, and an optical data storage medium. 

103. A method as describe^ in claim 61, wherein the online content relates to a 
polling question. 

104. A method as descril/ed in claim 92, wherein the online content contains 
additional information related to me music video program selected from the group 
consisting of biographical information on an artist, concert schedule, and information on 
buying goods related to the artiit. 

105. A method as described in claim 61, wherein the online content contains a 
query for the user to respond to a poll. 

106. A method as qescribed in claim 61, wherein the online content is selected 
based, at least in part, on a u! er profile. 

107. A method as iescribed^ii claim 61, wherein the program is selected 



based, at least in part, on a user pr 



108. The method of 



claim 



107< wherein the user profile is stored in a storage 
1^ from the group consisting of: a user station, a 



device at one of the location ; selec 
personal computer, a cable head-end, a cable box, a satellite receiver, an intranet site, an 
Internet site, and a satellite operations center. 
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109. A ]j[i§4iod as described in claim 61, wherein the address relates to a 
polling questr 

110. An apparatus for encoding at least one address into a programming signal 
wherein the address identifies an Internet information segment at an Internet site, the 
segment related to a program providedjin the programming signal, the apparatus 
comprising; 

an input for receiving a prografrnming signal; 

an encoder for embedding tha address into the programming signal, the address 
identifying the Internet site containing the Internet information segment; and 

an output port for outputting a programming signal which includes the embedded 
address, 

wherein the encoder inserts the address into the programming signal such that Internet 
information is automatically pushed to a user system at some time after reception and 
extraction of the address from tme programming signal by the user system. 

111. A method, for einbedding an address into a programming signal, wherein 
the address identifies an Internet source of an online information segment which is 
associated with the programraing signal, the method comprising: 

generating the programming signal; 

obtaining at least ona address identifying the Internet source of the online 
information segment associated with the programming signal; 

determining when tl e content in the programming signal is to be presented to a 
user relative to a fixed refeience frame; and 

embedding the addi ess into a location within the programming signal based upon 
the determination of when the content is to be presented. 



\ 
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whereby tKe online information segment is automatically pushed to the user upon the 
user p«;eiving the programming signal and extracting the address from the programming 
^nal. 

1 12. A system for designating, in a database accessible via the Internet, a link 
file identifying an online infoi mation segment obtained from an online information 
source identified by an addres ; which is associated with a programming signal, 
comprising: 

a browser for establishjing a communications connection with a network database; 
a means for entering tlje addres into the link file provided in the network 
database; 

a means for designatifig in thlf link file the programming signal to which the 
address relates; and 

a user interface for interacting with the network database. 

113. The system of claim 1 12, wherein the system further comprises: 
an Internet Web hosting site further comprising: 

a network database; 

a means fo accessing the network database; and 
a means fo • saving the link file in the network database. 

of claim 1 13, wherein the means for saving the link file 
for saving user clicks on a user interface in a database. 
115. A system for transmitting video programming and at least one address 
useable for retrieving from at least one server on a network on-line information segments 
'having content related to the videomrogramming, comprising: 

a broadcast system for se/ding to a viewer a signal carrying video programming 
for viewing by the viewer; anc 



114 The systen 
further comprises a means 
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an address server on the netwomc for sending in respective sp ecified tjming 
relationship_with the video programrr^png the at least one address over the network to the 
viewer, 

wherein the o n-line information seg/nents retrieved over the network from the at least 
one server using the at least one acmress are viewable by the viewer in a predetermined . 
timing relationship with the viewing of the video programming. 

116. A system as descmbed in claim 1 15, wherein the address server sends 
each one of th e at least one add/ess with an associated time indicia for controlling when 
each one of the at least one adaress are to be used to retrieve respective ones of the 
on-line information segments eo as to be viewable by the viewer in respective 
predetermined timing relationship with the viewing of the video programming. 

1 17. A system as described in claim 1 15, wherein the network comprises the 
Internet; the at least one server comprises at least one Internet web site; the at least one 
address comprises at least one uniform resource locator; and the on-line information 
segments comprise at least Jbne web page retrievable from the at least one Internet web 
site using the at least one imiform resource locator. 

118. A system ai described in claim 1 15, wherein the video programming 
comprises educational suroject matter. 

1 19. A system ^s described in claim 1 15, wherein the video programming 



comprises entertainment 
120. A system 



subject matter. 

is described in claim 1 15, wherein the video programming 



comprises advertising su 3ject matter. 

121. A systerryas described in claim 115, wherein the online information 
segments include a request for viewer response and wherein the network has a two-way 
capability enabling the/viewer to enter information in response to the request included in 
the on-line information segments. 
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122. A system as described in claim 117, wherein the network is the Internet, 
and the at least one web page includes a request for viewer response and enables the 
viewer to enter information in response tcf the request included in the at least one web 
page. 

123. A system as described inf claim 121, wherein the request for viewer 
response is related to advertising subjefct matter of the video programrping. 

124. A system as describedan claim 121, wherein the request for viewer 
response comprises an offer to sell aroroduct or service, and the viewer is enabled to 
enter response information making a purchase of the product or the service. 

125. A system as described in claim 115 1, further comprising a computer on 
the network for creating at least certain ones of the on-line information segments 
retrievable from respsctive ones of the at least one server and storing the created on-line 
information segments at the respective ones of the at least one server, wherein at least 
one address for retrit ving the created on-line information segments is provided to the 
address server for se iding to the viewer in respective specified timing relationship with 
the video programm ng. 

126. A system as described/^n claim 115, wherein the broadcast system is a 
television transmission system, ana the signal is a television signal. 

127. A system as described in claim 126 wherein the television signal is 

analog. 

128. A system as (^scribed in claim 126, wherein the television signal is 

digital. 

129. A system afe described in claim 1 15, wherein the broadcast system is 
selected from a group consisting of a terrestrial broadcast system, a satellite broadcast 
system, a cable distribution system, a fiberoptic distribution system, the Internet, a 
private network, an^ a public network. 
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130. A method for transmitting vicfeo programming and at least one address 
useable for retrieving over a network from/at least one server on the network on-line 
visual information segments having contemt related to the video programming to a 
viewer, comprising the steps of: / 

broadcasting a signal carrying the video programming to a viewer for viewing; 
and / 

sending to the viewer over thk network in respective specified timing relationship 
with the video programming the at /east one address for retrieving the on-line 
infoiTnation segments from the at feast one server, 

wherein the on-line information segments are viewable by the viewer in 
respective predetermined timing relationship with the viewing of the video 
programming. / 

131. A method as discribed in claim 130, wherein the step of sending the at 
least one address comprises sending each one of the at least one address with an 
associated time indicia for dontrolling when each one of the at least one address is to be 
used for retrieval of respeciive ones of the on-line information segments so that the 
on-line information segments are viewable by the viewer in respective predetermined 
timing relationship with the viewing of the video programming. 

132. A method, as described in claim 130, further comprising the step of 
creating at least certain/ ones of the on-line information segments retrievable from 
respective ones of the at least one server, and wherein at least one address sent to the 
viewer in respective specified timing relationship with the video programming is for 
retrieving the created/ on-line information segments. 

133. A method as described in claim 130, wherein the network comprises the 
Internet, the at leasWone address comprises at least one uniform resource locator, the at 
least one network server comprises at least one Internet web site, and the on-line 
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information segments comprise at least one web page retrievable over the Internet from 
respective ones of the at least one Internet web site using the at least one uniform 
resource locator. / 

134. A method as described in jplaim 130, wherein the video programming 
comprises educational subject matter. / 

135. A method as described in claim 130, wherein the video programming 
comprises entertainment subject matt^. 

136. A method as described in claim 130, wherein the video programming 
comprises advertising subject mattey. 

137. A method as described in claim 130, wherein the on-line information 
segments include a request for viewer response and wherein the network has a two-way 
capability enabling the viewer to fenter information in response to the request included in 
the on-line information segments. 

138. A method as desjbribed in claim 137, wherein the request for viewer 
response is related to advertising subject matter of the video programming. 

139. A method as described in claim 137, wherein the request for viewer 
response comprises an offer do sell a product or service and the viewer is enabled to enter 
response information making a purchase of the product or the service. 

140. A method asHescribed in claim 130, wherein the step of broadcasting a 
signal is selected from a grdup consisting of: terrestrial broadcasting, satellite 
broadcasting, distributing me signal by cable, distributing the signal by optical fiber, 
distributing the signal viafthe Internet, distributing the signal via a private network, and 
distributing the signal via a public network. 

141 . A systeni for transmitting video programming and at least one address 
useable for retrieving over a network from at least one server on the network on-line 
information segments ttaving content related to the video programming, comprising: 
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an address source for providing the h. least one address; and 
a broadcast system for sending a sftgnal carrying the video programming to a 
viewer, the broadcast system being responsive to the address source for encoding the 
signal to carry the at least one address in respective specified timing relationship with the 
video programming, / 

wherein the at least one address entfoded in the signal may be extracted by a decoder 
from the signal, and the signal is pjrovided to a receiver for presenting the video 
programming, and wherein the at/least one address extracted from the signal may be used 
by a processor coupled to the notwork to retrieve over the network the on-line 
information segments from the/at least one server for viewing in respective 
predetermined timing relationship with the video programming. 

142. A system as described in claim 141, wherein each one of the at least one 
address encoded by the broajdcast system to be carried by the signal includes an 
associated time indicia for controlling when each one of the at least one address is to be 
used for retrieving respective ones of the on-line information segments so that the on-line 
information segments ardretrieved for viewing in respective predetermined timing 
relationship with the video programming. 

143. A system as described in claim 141, wherein the network is the Internet; 
the at least one address comprises at least one uniform resource locator; the at least one 
server comprises at leist one Internet web site; and the on-line information segments 
comprise at least onerweb page retrievable from the at least one Internet web site using 
the at least one unifdrm resource locator. 

144. A syJstem as described in claim 141, wherein the decoder is located in 
proximity to the receiver and the processor. 
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145. A system as described in clainy 141, wherein the decoder is located 
remotely from the receiver and the processo/ and the at least one address extracted from 
the encoded signal is provided to the processor over the network. 

146. A system as described in diaim 141, wherein the broadcast system further 
comprises an encoder responsive to the address source for encoding the signal to carry 
the at least one address in respective specified timing relationship with the video 
programming. 

147. A system as described in claim 142, wherein the broadcast system further 
comprises an encoder responsive t® the address source for encoding the signal with the at 
least one uniform resource locato/ in respective specified timing relationship with the 
video programming. 

148. A system as described in claim 141, wherein the video programming 
comprises entertainment subjdbt matter. 

149. A system as described in claim 141, wherein the video programming 
comprises educational subjejct matter. 

150. A system as iaescribed in claim 141, wherein the video programming 
comprises advertising subject matter. 

151. A system ap described in claim 141, further comprising a computer on the 
network for creating at le|st certain ones of the on-line information segments retrievable 
from respective ones of ttte at least one server and storing the created on-line information 

es of the at least one server, wherein at least one address for 
line information segments is provided to the address source and 



segments at respective or 
retrieving the created on 



encoded in the signal tra ismitted to the viewer in respective specified timing relationship 
with the video programi iing. 

152. A systenh as described in claim 141, wherein the broadcast system is a 
television transmissionjsystem, and the signal is a television signal. 
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153. A system as described in claimj 152, wherein the television signal is 

analog. 

154. A system as described in claiifri 152, wherein the television signal is 

digital. 

155. A system as described in cl^im 141, wherein the broadcast system is 
selected from a group consisting of a ternbstrial broadcast system, a satellite broadcast 
system, a cable distribution system, a fiberoptic distribution system, the Internet, a 
private network and a public network. 

156. A system for transmitang to users video programming and at least one 
address useable for retrieving over a/network from at least one network server on the 
network on-line information segments having content related to the video programming, 
comprising: 

a broadcast system for seeding a signal carrying the video programming to a 
viewer, the signal further carrying the at least one address encoded therein in respective 
specified timing relationship wyth the video programming, 

wherein the at least ona address encoded in the signal may be extracted by a 
decoder from the signal, and trie signal is provided to a receiver for presentation of the 
video programming, and wharein the at least one address extracted from the signal may 
be used by a processor coupled to the network to retrieve over the network the on-line 
information segments from /the at least one server for displaying in respective 
predetermined timing relationship with the presentation of the video programming. 

157. A system as described in claim 156, wherein each of the at least one 
address encoded by the broadcast system to be carried by the signal includes an 
associated time indicia controlling when each one of the at least one address is to be used 
to retrieve respective ones of the on-line information segments for display in respective 
predetermined timing r^ationship with the presentation of the video programming. 
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158. A system as described in claim/l56, wherein the network is the Internet; 
the at least one address comprises at least one uniform resource locator; the at least one 
server comprises at least one Internet web sjlte; and the on-line information segments 
comprise at least one web page retrievable/from the at least one Internet web site using 
the at least one uniform resource locator./ 

159. A system as described iryclaim 156, wherein the decoder is located in 
proximity to the receiver and the proce|fesor. 

160. A system as described/in claim 156, wherein the decoder is located 
remotely from the receiver and the processor, and the at least one address extracted from 
the encoded signal is provided to tne processor over the network. 

161. A system as described in claim 156, wherein the broadcast system further 
comprises an encoder for encoding the signal to carry the at least one address in 
respective specified timing relationship with the video programming. 

162. A system as described in claim 157, wherein the broadcast system further 
comprises an encoder for encoding the signal with the at least one uniform resource 
locator in respective specified timing relationship with the video programming. 

163. A system as described in claim 156, wherein the video programming 
comprises entertainment subject matter. 

164. A systemas described in claim 156, wherein the video programming 
comprises educational subject matter. 

165. A system as described in claim 156, wherein the video programming 
comprises advertising subject matter. 

166. A system as described in claim 156, further comprising a computer on the 
network for creating/at least certain ones of the on-line information segments retrievable 
from respective onds of the at least one server and storing the created on-line information 
segments at respective ones of the at least one server, wherein at least one address for 
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retrieving the created on-line information segments is encoded in the signal transmitted 
to the viewer in respective specified mming relationship with the video programming. 

167. A system as describad in claim 156, wherein the broadcast system is a 
television transmission system, ana the signal is a television signal. 

168. A system as described in claim 166, wherein the television signal is 

analog. / 

169. A system as descHbed in claim 166, wherein the television signal is 

digital. / 

170. A system as de^ribed in claim 156, wherein the broadcast system is 
selected from a group consisting of a terrestrial broadcast system, a satellite broadcast 
system, a cable distribution system, a fiberoptic distribution system, the Internet, a 
private network and a publict network. 
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